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About Home Live Art 
 

Home Live Art is a company of creative producers working in the field of live art and 

performance. With an emphasis on participation, interaction, audience development 

and engagement, our projects and events evolve in response to different locations 
and contexts. From the large scale spectacular to the intimate encounter, we work 

closely with artists to create extraordinary and unique experiences. 

 

We are leaders within our sector in collaborative working practice and building new 
audiences for the arts. We are committed to accessibility, and the delivery of art 

experiences that effortlessly combine socially engaged practice with quality and 

innovation. 

 
The Home Live Art Team is: 

Co-Directors Mimi Banks, Jane Greenfield; Associate Producers Janet Waugh, Sarah 

Wilson, and Finance Manager Liz Bur. 

 

 

About Ida Barr’s Mash Up 
 

Old time Music Hall turned Rap Superstar, the Ida Barr character created by 
Christopher Green is already a well-established success of the cabaret and comedy 

theatre circuit. With an inspired and hilarious fusion of music hall sing-a-long with 

R&B pump and grind, Ida has a unique ability to simultaneously engage both the old 

and the young with equal appeal. 
 

Ida Barr’s Mash Up is a radical inter-generational participatory live art project, which 

combines song, dance, writing, performance and cabaret. 

 
Ida brings groups of senior citizens together with children, youth groups and 

community choirs through a series of engaging bespoke workshops. Through 

participatory song and performance the workshops playfully explore concepts of 

youth, ageing and the evolution of popular music from Music Hall to rap, R&B and 

pop, bringing to light the connections that exist between potentially very disparate 
social groups. The workshop series culminates in The Mash Up Show, where all 

participants join forces to become a mass scratch choir singing with Ida in a joyful, 

life affirming public performance. 

“I am a writer and performer. My aim is simply to entertain. If I can make you 
think, feel or act along the way then so much the better. 

I use comedy, theatre, live art, cabaret, and music to make interactive, 

experiential work from intimate gigs to large scale immersive theatrical happenings. I 
hope all my work conspires in the unified vision of the transforming power of 

entertainment to inform, provoke and inspire.”                                                                  

Christopher Green 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Marketing Copy 

As each Mash Up is bespoke to the project or commission, we adapt our marketing 
copy for each campaign. Our standard copy for the Mash Up is: 

Ida Barr’s Mash Up 

Written and performed by Christopher Green 
 

'Marie Lloyd meets Missy Elliott. Awe-inspiring' The Guardian 

 

Musically pitched somewhere between Lady Gaga and Lord Haw-Haw, Ida Bar is the 
world's only old-time music hall artiste turned Rap superstar. Following the success of 

her albums Artificial Hip Hop and Slipped Disco, she has been busy working with 

young people, elders, community choirs and musicians from across the city to create 

a mass intergenerational choral experience. 
 

Music-hall sing-a-long meets R&B pump and grind in this inspired musical fusion that 

will set toes tapping whether you're a grandparent, a grandchild or somewhere in 

between.  

 
Join Ida and friends for the ultimate Music Hall/Hip Hop/Rap crossover - better than a 

sausage on a stick. 

 

Produced by Home Live Art. 

 



 

 

 

Online Marketing 
 

Home Live Art have a strong social media presence, contemporary website and 

regular e-newsletter system. In the lead up to a Fete, the HLA team uses these sites 

to showcase and promote the event in an engaging and fun way.   

To support further online activities, HLA can provide: 

- 5 – 10 images of previous Mash Ups 

- Artist Q&A with Christopher on his upcoming performance / workshops 

- Participant / audience quotes on attending a previous Mash Up performance 

Home Live Art’s online links are: 

Website: www.homeliveart.com 

Twitter: @homeliveart 

Facebook: /homeliveart 

Christopher Green online links: 

Website: www.christophergreen.org.uk, www.idabarr.net 

 

For any Mash Up we use the Hashtag #HLAMashUp unless required to relate to a 

specific event. 

 

 

http://www.christophergreen.org.uk/
http://www.idabarr.net/


 

 

 

Previous Feedback 
 
Some quotes from volunteers and previous Mash Up partners include: 
 

 “Today was really fantastic, such a unique experience full of humour, community 

spirit and pure fun”                                                                                        - 

Audience member, Home live Art 
 

“To work with Home Live Art is always a pleasure. It was a brilliant afternoon but 

when that final Conga, made up of the whole estate, left the hall to party along the 

terrace, I could not have been happier.  To make everyone around them feel assured, 
confident and valued is not easy. But they do it with a grace and humour that cannot 

be underestimated. Work with them, commission them, you will not regret it”  

- Paul Cowell, Southwark Council 

 
“It was an afternoon that brought together our community through music, spectacle 

and participation and it was such a pleasure to see new connections being made and 

new friendships develop in the park”     -  Friends of Nursery Row Park 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant information  
 
Mash Up offers a valuable and unique opportunity for community choirs, music or 

dance groups to get involved with the project and showcase their own performances. 

 

We have a growing database of previous Mash Up Choirs and community dance and 
music performance groups who we often call on to join us again for new projects.  

We consult with partner venues to identify the target communities they wish to 

engage with and ask them to support us in brokering initial contact with relevant 

groups. HLA then takes on project management of the community group workshop 
and performance programme. 

 

A successful Mash Up scratch choir usually comprises of at least two community 

groups (one elders, one children) one or two community choirs and one or two 

dance/music performance groups. Participant numbers can be scaled up or down 
according to scale of event, to date we have worked with numbers that range from 40 

- 200. 

 

Workshop format: 
 

We run a workshop for for each participant group individually. If possible this takes 

place in their own venue. A second workshop follows that brings all participating 

groups together, this also serves as an informal rehearsal session.  
 

Two workshop sessions are sufficient to then go on to the public performances. 

 



 

 

 

Template Press Release       
 
< Insert Date > / Press Release  
 
< insert organisation > in association with Home Live Art present 

 
Ida Barr’s Mash Up at < venue name > 
 
A radical inter-generational participatory live art project, which combines song, dance, 
writing, performance and cabaret in an enriching and unique community focused 
performance.  
 

 Mash Up bridges the gap between generations, through a shared interest in popular cultural 
forms such as rap, music hall, reggae, R&B and dance 

 A free and exciting event taking place at the heart of the local community in <name> 
  

Old time Music Hall turned Rap Superstar, the Ida Barr character created by Christopher Green is 
already a well-established success of the cabaret and comedy theatre circuit. With an inspired and 
hilarious fusion of music hall sing-a-long with R&B pump and grind, Ida has a unique ability to 

simultaneously engage both the old and the young with equal appeal. 
 
Ida Barr: “Keep it real and pump up the wireless.  In the words of Rihanna, please don’t stop the music 
dear, and everything will be alright. Add that to the Hokey Cokey and we’re all laughing!” 
 
For the Mash Up, as the Ida character, Christopher brings groups of senior citizens together with 
children and youth groups through a series of engaging bespoke workshops. Through participatory 
song and performance the workshops explore concepts of youth, age and the evolution of popular 
music from Music Hall to rap, R&B and contemporary pop, bringing to light the connections that link 2 
potentially very disparate social groups. The workshop series culminates in The Mash Up Performance, 
where participants join forces to become a mass scratch choir singing with Ida in a joyful, life affirming 
public performance. 
 
Christopher Green: ”This project is all about letting the participants fly.  A little bit of structure, hand-

holding and some corny gags are enough to give everyone the confidence to join in, sing up and take 
over.  It’s brilliant to be taking this to the Olympic Park – it’s time for the people of London to feel like 
they truly own that land” 

 
Listings Information 

Venue: 
Times / dates:  

 

Editors notes 
1. Section on the partner organisations 
2.  In 2010, Home Live Art made a successful application to The City Bridge Trust to seed fund 

a 3 year initiative of creative work with elderly people in London. As part of the resulting 
programme, in 2010 the arts organisation piloted the first ‘Ida Barr’s Mash Up’ with south 
London based community participants Stockwell Good Neighbours elders group and 
Peckham Shed inclusive Youth Theatre. The Mash Up has since taken place on an increasing 
scale at venues such as the Barbican in 2011 and at The National Theatre in 2012 and has 
featured scratch choirs of over 80 participants. 

3. The Arts Council Strategic Touring Fund was created with the objective of bringing the Arts 
to wider audiences, and enabling artists and arts organisations to work in partnership with 
cultural venues and institutions to particularly engage those who have little or no regular 

access to the arts. 
4. Home Live Art is a company of creative producers working in the field of live art and 

performance since 1999. With an emphasis on participation and public interaction, their 
projects and events respond to different locations, contexts, audiences. From the large scale 
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spectacular to the intimate encounter, they work closely with artists to create extraordinary 
experiences. www.homeliveart.com 

5. Christopher Green is a writer, performer & experiential theatre maker.  His work has several 
distinct strands but they all reveal a unified vision of the transforming power of 
entertainment to inform, provoke and inspire.  He is known amongst other things for his 

characters, country singer Tina C, grandma rapper Ida Barr, and the show Office Party.  His 
new project is called This Show Has No Name.  The Wellcome Trust are supporting the 
development of The Singing Hypnotist.  His personal journey through the life of Yves Saint 
Laurent, Encounter, will be broadcast by BBC Radio 4 in August.  Christopher was the first 
Artist in Residence at the British Library 2012-13 and is currently on attachment to the 
National Theatre.  His project about Aboriginal Issues as Tina C. has just been nominated for 
two Australian Theatre Awards, the Helpmann and the Green Room.  
www.christophergreen.net 

 
For more information  

< Insert contact details here > 

http://www.homeliveart.com/
http://www.christophergreen.net/

